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Morton West High School New Freshman Academy Groundbreaking

Berwyn, IL. (April 04, 2018) – Members of the Board of Education, elected officials, community members 
and administrators gathered this past Wednesday for the groundbreaking ceremony of the new Morton 
West High School Freshman Academy addition. 

The groundbreaking ceremony was a celebration of the team effort to officially initiate the construction of 
the new Morton West Freshman Academy.  The Morton West Freshman Academy is scheduled to open its 
doors to the Class of 2023 in August 2019. The new main entrance at Morton West with the improved 
visitor center, students services facilities, and more secure layout will be completed by the end of winter 
break  in January 2019. 

After a welcome by Board President Mark Kraft, Superintendent Tim Truesdale and Principal Josh 
McMahon gave an overview of the project. Then, Berwyn Mayor Robert J. Lovero, Berwyn Alderman Ralph 
Avila and Berwyn city administrators, Stickney Mayor Jeff Wallik and Stickney village administrators, State 
Representative Silvana Tabares, representatives from State Representative Lisa Hernandez’ office, Board 
of Education members Lido Manetti, Jessica Jaramillo-Flores, Jeff Pesek, Sandra Tomschin and Kasumba 
“Kal” Lwanga, Director of Buildings and Grounds James Zundell and representatives from FGM Architects 
and Vision Construction joined Kraft, Truesdale and McMahon in digging the first shovels of dirt for the 
project.

The Morton West Freshman Academy will house the entire freshman class, replicating the program at the 
Morton East Freshman Center that has demonstrated success (88% of freshman students on track to 
graduate in 2017, up 7% from previous three years). Some of the highlights are classrooms placed closer 
together to facilitate students traveling in teams and reduce overcrowding. There will also be 
collaboration areas outside of the classrooms to provide the best possible 21st century learning 
environment for the students. Another important feature is the freshman dining room. 

“Our Freshman Center in Cicero already has an area for just freshmen to be able to eat. Our freshmen will 
be able to be pulled out of lunch if they need to for that extra help, or if a teacher is looking for them. It is 
a lot easier to pull a student out of 180 students rather than 600 students in lunch,” said McMahon. “The 
addition also frees up instructional space in the existing building to enable the school to implement new 
educational programs.”

Although the Freshman Academy is the showpiece of this project, there are also various improvements 
happening in the main building. For example, the main entrance is relocating to the front of the building 
on Home Avenue with a new visitors’ parking lot. This will allow for better control of visitors to the 
building and improved security. Other improvements include a renovation to all student services areas and 
offices.

“There will be a corridor along the student and visitor services area just for students’ use. One of the 
features of the design of this new student and visitor services area is that visitors will not have access to 
any student space unless invited. That is a much better security scenario for the school,” said Truesdale.  
“Counselor, dean and career center spaces will be larger, more inviting and provide more resources for 
students.” 

The district issued Qualified School Construction Bonds (QSCB) to help fund the improvements to the 
schools. A total of 193 school districts in Illinois applied for QSCB funding, and District 201 was one of the 
29 districts whose applications were funded. Nearly all the interest on Qualified School Construction 
Bonds is rebated by the Federal government, so there is little interest cost. QSCB funds will also be used 
to pay for much-needed Life Safety and associated renovations at Morton East High School.

For more information, visit the following links: https://youtu.be/GJ3Qx6fd8nI, 
https://youtu.be/FyR4kCj33Ew, www.morton201.org 

###




